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About Know Your Chicago

The Know Your Chicago Committee takes great
pleasure in presenting the 2011 program celebrating
63 vears of service to the Chicago community.
Founded in 1948 by Mary Ward Wolkonsky, Know
Your Chicago strives to foster understanding and
appreciation of the complexity, diversity, and rich-
ness inherent in this great American city. The fall
season begins with a daylong symposium featuring
speakers who will address topics of the ensuing

tours from a national or international as well as a

Chicago perspective, Each of the tours is given twice

for 110-150 participants each day. Over the years,
programs have explored a wide range of issues
including culture, the arts, technology, education,
housing, urban renewal, and social change. Unique
access to the inner workings of Chicago institutions
and organizations has been a hallmark of Know
Your Chicago since its inception. The symposium
and the rours are researched, planned, and imple-
mented by the Know Your Chicago committee
members, who represent a broad spectrum of
organizations, communities, and interests.

Welcome to our 63rd season!

Cower phioto conrtesy ol Robert Lo Maller, Chieageo




KNOW YOUR CHICAGO 2011 SYMPOSIUM

Welcome
Beth Sonnenschem, Chairman, Know Your Chicago

Thomas F. Rosenbaum, Provost, University ol Chicago

Checking In: The Evolving Chicago Hotel Market
(Tour Three)
Jerome F. Cataldo,

President, Hostmeawk Hospitaliy Group

Not Your Grandparents’ Library

(Tour Five)

Robert Wedgeworth,

University Librarian and Prolessor of Library
Administration Emeritus, University of Hlinois,
Urbana-Champaign

Homegrown: The Local Food Movement in
Metropolitan Chicago (Tour Two)
Gerald W. Adelmann,

President and CEQO, Openlands

The Silicon Prairie: Launching Chicago’s
Entrepreneurs (Tour Four)

Linda Darragh,

Director ol Entreprencurship Programs and Clinical
Associate Professor ol Entreprencurship,

Chicago Booth School ol Business, The Umversity
ol Chicago

Slam Speak: Poetry Chicago Style (Tour One)
Marc Kelly Smuth,

Poct, Author, Consultant,
Founder & Creator ol Poetry Skun

About the 2011 Symposium Speakers

Know Your Chicago is pleased to present a distinguished
roster of speakers for its 2011 Symposium. The speakers
will address important issues related 1o the season's
tours—ranging [rom poetry and hibraries to business inno-
vation, hospitality, and urban agriculture. Whether or
not you will be participaung i the particular tour, we
hope vou will lind the day’s presentations

mteresting and thought-provoking.

Jerome F. Cataldo is President of Hostmark
Hospitality Group, one ol the Targest independent
hospitality management lirms in the industry.
Headqguarered m Schaumburg, Hlinois, Hostmark
operates luxury resort and boutique properties in the
United States and abroad. In the Chicago area, the firm
nunages a variety ol superior hotels and restaurants
including The Drake Hotel, the Ambassador West
Hotel, the Amalli Hotel Chicago, Wyndham Blake, and
Carnivale Restaurant.

Cataldo began his carcer in the hospitality industry as a
teenager working in Chicago-area hotels i various
positions ranging lrom desk clerk to maintenance 1o
accounting and [nance. He joined Hostmark Hospitaliy
Group in 1983, becoming Hostmark's Executive Vice
President of Development in 1997, Having established
the Group's international reputation, he became
President in 2009, He is also a Managing Director
in the Shamrock-Hostmark Hotel Fund and is a past
Director ol the Chicago Convention and Tourism
Bureau. Recognized as a leading authority on the
hospitality mdustry, Cataldo has lectured it Rooseveli
Unmiversity’s Manfred Steinfeld School of Hospitality and
Tourism Management, as well as serving as a member of

the Advisory Boards of the Midwest Lodging Summit,
the DePaul University Hospitality Leadership School,
and the Kendall College Les Roches School of
Hospitality Management.,

Robert Wedgeworth has devoted over 40 years of
service to hibraries and the promotion ol literacy.
University Librarian, Prolessor ol Library Administration
and Prolessor of Library and Inlormation Science
Feritus at the University of Hlinois at Urbana-
Champaign, Wedgeworth was responsible Tor
iranstorming its facility into a state-ol=the-art digital
library, raising over S18 million in new endowments, a
record for a public university,

Wedgeworth has also provided visionary leadership at
other promiment insttutions including Columbia
Uliversity, the American Library Association, and the
International Federation ol Library Associations and
Institutions, and has served as President and CEO ol
Proliteracy Worldwide, the nation’s oldest and largest
volunteer literacy orgamzation. e has written and lee-
tred widely on international librarianship, international
hook trade, and copyright and information poliey and
information technology. He founded the Friends of
Libraries USA and the Coalition on Literacy. For his
achievements, Wedgeworth has received numerous
awards, including six honorary doctorates, In 2010
President Obama nominated Wedgeworth to serve as a
member of the Museum and Library Services Board ol
the National Endowment ol the Arts and Humanities.
[]l' (‘()"Iil}lll.'h Loy serve o1 Hl,'\'('l'ilI hUill'(l.'o }1'](1 1\ ol 1||(
member of the National Association for the
Advancement ol Colored People.



Gerald W. Adelmann 1s president and CLXO of

Openlands, one of the nation’s oldest urban Lind
conservation organizations. Founded m 1963, Openlands
works within northeastern Hlinois and surrounding
regions to protect and enhance open space within the
three-state Chicago metropohitan area. Adcelmann jomed
the stall’ of Openlands in 1980 1o coordinate a program
focused on the Des Plaimes River Valley, which led to his
founding ol the Canal Corridor Assoctation in 1982, He
served as its president untl 2002 leading the effort to
create the Hinows and Michigan Canal Navonal Herttage
Corridor in 1981, the hrst federal Land designatnon ol its
kind. Todayv. there are 50 lederally designated heritage
areas across the United States.

In 1988, Adchmann assumed the divectorship ol
Openlands. Under lus leadershnp the Midewin National
Tallgrass Prairie, 4,000 miles of greenways and tranls, and
many other conservation projects have been realized. He
also serves on numerous boards and commissions,
lectures and advises on projects throughout the United
States and abroad, and has worked on sustainable
development in Yunnan, China, since the 1990s, The
recipient ol numerous awards, in 2007 he was made an
Honorary Member of the American Society of
Landscape Architeets.

Linda Darragh is Director of Entreprencurship
Programs and Clinical Associate Prolessor ol
Entreprencurship at the Booth School of Business at the
University ol Chicago. She teaches at the New Venture
Lab and the Social Entreprencurship Lab and has
coached the New Venture Challenge, Booth's suecessiul
business plan competition. Darragh Ianched its global
version on the London and Singapore campuses and
mitiated the Entreprencurial Imimersion wip series (o
China and 1o India.

Previously, Darragh tiught at the Kellogg School off
Management and was Viee President of the Women's
Business Development Center. She also organized
Springboard: Mid-VWest, a nationally recognized investor
lorum for women entreprencurs.

Recently Darragh receved the Hhnois Technology
Association’s Citvlights Award and The Chicago Sun-
Tunes recognized her as one of the top 100 people
influencing technology in Chicago. She is also the
recipient ol the US Small Business Admimistration's
Women's Business Advocate ol the Year Award lor
[linois and the Midwest, and the Hhinos State
Treasurer's Award for Business/ Technology/Finance
Tralblazer. Her work with women seeking equity imvest-
ment led to the creation ol the Ceres Venture Fund in
which she is an investor. She is also a Board member of
1k Madwest, Chicagoland Entreprencurial Center,
Nlinois Technologsy Association and Accion Chicago.

Marc Kelly Smith, poct and perlormance artist, is the
acknowledged founder of the Poetry Slam at Chicago’s
Green Mill Cocktul Lounge in 1987, and one ol the
world’s leading authorities on free-stvle performance
poctry. He 1s also organizer ol and consultant to pocoy
groups worldwide. Today, national and mternational
Poctry Slam competitions and lestivals atract thousands
thanks i great measure (o his inspiraton and leadership.

Smith has perlormed at maor cultural venues
throughout the world, including The Smithsonian
Institute, Lincoln Center, The Kennedy Center,
Galway's Cruit Festival, and Australia’s Queensland
Poctry Fest, He has been Teatured in numerous
publications and on radio and television shows here and
abroad including 60 Minutes, Oprah, and ArtBea
Chicago, Over the summer, Smith led a celebration ol
the 25th anniversary of poetry slam. It brought together
in Chicago leading performers Irom throughout the
waorld and was Teatured on Chicago Public Radio.

His poetry has been widely published and Smith's
books include Crowdpleaser, the Bible of Slam: The
Complete Idior's Guide 1o Skam Poewry, and
Sourcebook’s Spoken Word Revolution that he
co-cdited. He is also the author ol two plays, and
recently debuted his highly acclaimed show, Sandbure
To Smith, a musical adaptation of Carl Sandburg's
poems and stories.

2011 Know Your Chicago Tours

Tour One

Poetry Chicago: Salons to Slams
Tuesday, September 20 &
Wednesday, September 21

Towr Two
It's Not Just the Food: Chicago’s Urban Agriculture

Tuesday, October 4 & Wednesday, October 5

Tour Three
Sleeping Chic in Chicago
Monday, October 214 & Tuesday, October 25

Tour Four
Innovating in Chicago: The Future Begins Here
Tuesdav, November | & Wednesday, November 2

Tour Five

Libraries: New Spaces, Faces, Hi-Tech Upgrades
Tuesday, November 8 & Wednesday, November 9
Ior questions concerning tucket avallabihity, please

contact Judith McCue, Know Your Chicago Program

Coordinator a 773.702.1727.




Know Your Chicago Founder
Mary Ward Wolkonsky (1907-2002)

Mary Ward Wolkonsky was an extraordinary woman
who made a major and lasting contribution to the educa-
tional and philanthropic world ol Chicago. Throughout
her long life, she oflered her talents in a multtude of
wavs, [ocusing partcularly on issues and organizations
that advanced the role of women.

Mrs, Wolkonsky loved Chicago. In 1918, she founded
Know Your Chicago, not only as a way 1o share her
exciterment about our city, but also o educate women for
civie participation. Over its long vear history, Know Your
Chicago has enabled thousands to experience the
unique, the sertous, the humorous, the beautiful and,
often, the litde-known aspects ol this wonderful ciry.

Born i Michigan, Mrs. Wolkonsky moved (o Clucago
m 1939 and quickly became mvolved in the life ol the
citv. Her remarkable mielligence, charm, and leadership
abilities made her an asset to many ol the area’s leading
institutions including the University of Chicago. "This
afliliation was a source ol particular pride to her. She
founded the Women's Board of the University, served
as its chairman for cight vears, and in 1975 she was
named a University trustee.

Music was one ol Mrs. Wolkonsky's great interests.
She was an excellent pianist, both classical and jazz;
knew the lyries of an amazing number of cabaret songs:
and, even in her 90s, was always ready to put on her
dancing shoes. She followed the careers of many ol the
greal _iu.x?, cnsembles of {'hit‘n;;'u, olten \'i:iilillr_'; the clubs
where they playved. This love ol music led o her long
involvement with the University ol Chicago’s music pro-
aram where she served as chairman ol the Visiting
Committee ol the Music Department and founded the

Jazz Archive.

Mis. Wolkonsky also founded Bright New City, a
series of lectures and seminars on the physical and cul-
tural aspects ol Cliucago. She was a member ol the
Board ol Directors of the Lyrie Opera and was instru-
mental i creating its Women's Board. She served on
the boards of the Chicago Publie Library Foundation,
the Chicago Symphony, the Council on Foreign
Relations, the Field Musceum, the Chicago Art Institute,
and Planned Parenthood. Her numerous awards and
honors are a testament to the vision and character of
Know Your Chicago’s founder, Mary Ward Wolkonsky.

The University of Chicago
Graham School of Continuing Liberal and Professional Studies

The Umiversity ol Chicago Graham School ol Continuing
Liberal and Proflessional Studies has provided  diverse
educatonal programs Tor adults sinee the University’s found-
g over one hundred vears ago. The Graham School

includes Know Your Chicago in ils continuing education
program and provides extensive admimsuatve and logistical
support to all aspects ol the symposium and the tours, Know
Your Chicago is gratelul for this partnership.

Know Your Chicago Committee
Mary Winrd Wolkonsky, Founder

Lhzabeth Sonnenscheimn, Clunrman
Colleen Karavites Kanr, Viee Chairman

Penny Obenshain, Secretary
Gav-Young Cho, Treasurer

Doris B, Holleh
Sarah 1%, Jauicks

Jan Jentes”

Carolvn Lang

Donna La Pietra

J L, Lewt

Judith Paine McBrien
Naney McCracken
Gail MeGuinness

Susan S. Aaron
Jean 8. Bergholl
Judith §. Block™
Lucille Bumus
Josie Brown Childs
Man L Craven
Paula Epsten
Jean M. Foran
Mary Galvin
Denise Gardner
Louise Glasser
Maureen Hartigan

Maggie Memers
Frica C. Mever
Joan L. Miller

Dorothy Hawley Josephine B, Minow®

Ellen O'Connor”®
Barbara Pearlman
Marlene O. Rankin
Biba Roesch

Madeline Rosenberg
Carol M. Schulz

Yam Shelheld

atricia AL Sikorovsky”

Joan F. Small

Ruddy Smuth
Isabel C. Stewart
Betty Van Gorkom”

Bonnie Bartht Vickrey”

Joun von Leeson
Clare Weiler
Tracy S. Whitchead
Iris Witkowsky
Linda Woloshin
Bobbi Zabel

* Former Chairman

Honorarny Members

Maggie Dalev
Lile Members
Conmie Crane
Maron Meverson



